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Prince rose to speak. Soon, everybody became aware that
the speech was deliberately aimed at Prince William. They
sat with their eyes on the table in painful amazement as
the Crown Prince revealed himself more and more clearly.
Waldersee was among the listeners. ' He represented his
son/ he says, ' to all the officers and guests as an immature
and injudicious person. The Prince controlled himself but
was infuriated. The universal opinion is that he behaved
very well, and the Crown Prince incredibly badly. The
parents are now intent on getting up a scandal and provoking
an open rupture/

Corti, the Italian Ambassador, recalls an occasion when
the Crown Princess turned to an Austrian nobleman who
was a guest at Court and said : " You can scarcely imagine
how I admire your handsome, intelligent, and graceful Crown
Prince when I see him beside my uncouth and lumpish son
William! "

That story travelled quickly to Vienna and became a topic
for conversation in every Court of Europe. The Crown
Princess was universally condemned, both as an unnatural
mother and as an incredibly ill-bred Royal Princess.

Yet at that very time she was writing to her mother letters
about William which do not betray that flaming hatred that
people were saying she felt for him, but rather intense irrita-
tion and hurt feelings and disappointment.

Many believe that at this point Prince William was
genuinely trying to become on friendly terms with his
parents. But his mother had lost control of herself and she
carried his father with her. Whatever she felt in her heart,
. her tongue 'kept uttering wild things. It pushed William
irredeemably into the enemies' camp.

Bismarck decided that the time had come to bring Prince
William, into the Foreign Office as his pupil. The old
Emperor at once agreed with the Chancellor's proposal.
By that means, better than any other, said the Emperor,
* his young soul may be guarded against errors I' Thus
decisively, at last, did the Emperor bring himself to condemn
the ideals of his son and daughter-in-law.